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There are no hard and fast rules to composition, but
there are several tried and tested guidelines that
can be helpful to get more pleasing pictures.
Use the Rule of Thirds:

Flickr Update
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How To Name Your Files

The Rule of Thirds is one of the most powerful aids
in composition. Imagine a grid over your photo,
with a pair of lines dividing the scene vertically
into thirds and another pair doing likewise
horizontally. Now place your principal subject at
one of the intersections of the horizontal and
vertical lines. The idea is to give your photo
asymmetry that is more pleasing to the eye then
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putting your subject dead center.
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Get in closer:
If you look through the viewfinder and you don’t
manage to fill the frame with what’s essential, use
your feet to get closer or change lenses. Say to
your self, Get in close. No, Closer. Even closer…

Tidbits #83
End of Year Slideshow
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Yup got it! When you don’t get in close enough

Photographic Exhibit

often your background will be overflowing with
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distracting elements. And speaking of background…
Consider the Background:

Member’s Spotlight
Page 8

No matter how well your subject is lit or how

NECCC Conference

nicely composed the image the results will be

Alphabet Safari

disappointing if the background is not well chosen.

Schedule Change

The best backgrounds are either neutral or provides
Continued on Page 5
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OFFICERS

April Meetings

President
Maryann Flick	

....................860-304-5693

April 3, 2013

Vice President

Joint Competition at the Southeastern
Camera Club

Lou Secki	

...........................203-804-7479
Secretary
Howard Margules	

.............860-434-3550
Treasurer
Deanna Broderick	

............203-458-7604

COMMITTEES
Activities
Archie Stone	

.....................203-245-2381
Exhibits
Mark Janke	

.........................203-457-1890
Historian
Joanne Volage	

.....................203-245-8600
Hospitality
Julianne Derken	

................203-318-0148

APRIL ASSIGNMENT
For the April Flickr
assignment, I’m going with a
month themed assignment.
“April Showers” will be the
topic for this month.
As usual, have fun and be
creative, and this time please
take measures to keep your
gear dry. When you get the
shots, upload them to your
flickr account, and post the
three best to the Coastal
Camera Club’s flickr group.

April 17, 2013
Bill Barnett will speak to us about
traveling to one of his recent, exotic, far
away destinations. His photography tells
a vivid story of the people and culture
wherever he happens to go, be it
Bhutan, Cuba,Viet Nam, etc. Which of
his many sojourns he will discuss is yet
to be determined, but be assured that it
will be a colorful journey

Membership
Paula Chabot	

.....................860-399-5414
Newsletter
Lou Secki	

...........................203-533-9568
Programs
Mark Janke	

.........................203-457-1890
Publicity

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
If you need something, you can probably find it on the Internet. You
just need to know where to look. For Coastal Camera Club
information, please look here:
www.coastalcameraclub.org - the oﬃcial club website

Maura Kelly	

.......................203-671-5909
Representative
Nick Carlino	

.....................203-484-4603
Webmaster
Rob Nardino	

.....................203-318-0831

APRIL REFRESHMENTS:
April 3, 2013!..............................Southeastern Camera Club
April 17, 2013!............................Pat Anderson

Follow these rules when submitting any image to the Coastal Camera Club:
Files must be named using the following format:
X#$Coastal$LastName$FistName$ImageTittle$YYYY-MM.jpg
Where X=the type of file (Open, Digital Art, Black&White, etc) and YYYY-MM is the year and month of the event for which you are
submitting the file. For example, O2$Coastal$Smith$John$The Red Barn$2011-01, this is an image titled The Red Barn by John Smith of
the Coastal Camera Club to be submitted to a competition in January of 2011.
Please remember the maximum size for competitions is 1024 pixels wide by 768 pixels tall. If the files are to be used in a club critique,
they can be full size.
Images must be submitted to ccc.images@gmail.com with the subject line indicating the event for which you are submitting.
If you have any questions, please contact Lou Secki at lou.secki@gmail.com.

The Coastal Camera Club meets at 7:00pm on the first and third Wednesdays of the month at the new
Madison Senior Center located at 29 Bradley Road in Madison, Connecticut.
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Some scheduled activities require preparation. This list
of dates will give you some additional advance notice:
3/30/2013

Hospice Exhibit Takedown

4/26/2013

Submission Deadline for the Alphabet Safari

4/27/2013

Gladeview Exhibit Hanging

ASK THE BOARD
!

By Lou Secki

The Coastal Camera Club’s board would like to help answer any of those burning photographic questions
you need answered. We would also like to make this a regular column, so send your questions to
lou.secki@gmail.com with the subject line “Ask The Board,” and we will do our best to answer your
questions. Chances are if you have a question, someone else has the same one. So don’t be shy start sending
in your questions.

Gladeview Healthcare Center Exhibit
May 15, 2013 - June 26, 2013
Receiving Photos:!
!
Reception:!!
!
Pick-up Photos:! !
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Saturday, April 27, 2013
Wednesday, May 15, 2013
Saturday, June 26, 2013

Five (5) photos allowed per entrant, with only two (2) in the general category.
CCC exhibit rules and entry tags are on the website for downloading.
Pictures must be ready to hang, in frames with glass – wires only (no loops or hooks)
Without wires, they cannot be hung!!
Please, no damaged glass or frames.
No photos accepted after 2:00pm, without prior arrangement with Mark Janke.
Entry tags must be taped to front and back of photos.
Please do not pick up photos prior to June 30, 2012. This date could also be extended until
later in the summer. (If you’re not going to be available on that date, make arrangements
with Mark Janke to have your images picked up).

Gladeview Health Care Center
60 Boston Post Road
Old Saybrook, CT 06475
860-395-0093
Please Note: Neither the Gladevew Health Care Center, Mark Janke, the Coastal Camera Club, nor its agents
assume responsibility for loss or damage to any image during the handling, judging or duration of this exhibit.

!
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A DAY WITH IAN PLANT - NEW DATE
By Maryann Flick

The Charter Oak Photographic Society seminar, "A Day with Ian Plant," originally scheduled this past
November, has been rescheduled for April 13, 2013. See http://www.charteroakphoto.com for preregistration and new location information. Info about the speaker is at http://www.ianplant.com.
JOINT COMPETITION
This is a reminder that the first meeting in April will be our joint competition with the Southeastern Camera Club, and
this year they will be hosting us. This is always a fun evening were we pit our club against theirs for a fun rivalry. Since
their rules are slightly diﬀerent than ours please take a few minutes to familiarize yourselves with their rules. I have
attached a copy of them along with this newsletter, and Maryann Flick has sent them out via email as well.
!

Six Categories:
• Print Nature (2 images max)
• Print Open (2 images max)
• Special Print Category - “Pairs” (1 image max)
• Digital Nature (2 images max)
• Digital Open (2 images max)
• Special Digital Category - “Flowers” (1 image max)

The deadline for submitting digital files is Wednesday, March 27, 2013.
The Competition starts at 7:15, but check-in starts at 6:30. We will be setting up some carpooling from Madison and
from the Old Saybrook area. Stay tuned for more details.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND APPOINTED BOARD POSITIONS.
!
By Archie Stone
We are now finishing our 10th year with the same oﬃcers and board members. While the group currently in oﬃce
continues to work well together and continues to improve the club, we are also starting to get “burn out” and could use
some new blood to give us new ideas.
In the 22+ years that I have been in the club, I have served as an oﬃcer or member of the board for all but 6 years.
Maryann, our president, has been in her position for all but about 2 years that she has been a member having moved up
to president upon the sitting president moving.
We also have members holding both elected and board positions, and multiple board positions.
We go into March with nominations for oﬃcers and looking for volunteers to fill board positions. If you are interested
in helping or running for an elected oﬃce, please contact Maryann Flick, president, or Archie Stone, past president.

Photo Opportunities
Please let us know if you are planning a little photography excursion and would like some company. In an effort to get club members
out and shooting more, we would like cultivate some spur-of-the-moment, photography-related meet-ups. Let one of the board
members know, and we will try to get the word out for you. Obviously, the more notice you can give, the better chance you will have
of getting some other club members to join you.

!
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TIDBITS #83
!

By Archie Stone!

The club had five members enter the Shoreline Arts Alliance, 32nd annual Images show and sale. We are batting 400 as
Allison Maltese and Sally Perreten were accepted. Congratulations to you. Thank you to the members that did not get
in for entering.
I would also like to thank the club members who volunteered to work at submissions weekend, jurying and hanging.
Without the help of volunteers no organization can exist and we would not be able to put on the show.
Each year as I watch the jurors’ work and when I talk to them the same issues come to the fore in entering a juried
exhibit. Consistently over the years the jurors look at four areas.
Presentation, is just that, what they see when the portfolio is first laid down before them. This usually consists of;
Matting, how well the mat is cut, clean with no dings, dents or smudges. If you have a series of images comprising a
theme whether it is color, black and white or subject matter, each should have the same color mat and be matted in the
same way.
Paper, consistency again so if you have color prints, each set of prints making up a theme or portfolio should be on the
same paper. The same goes for black and white prints. If the portfolio consists of B&W and color then each should be
consistent within their group and or theme.
Consistency within the theme, means using the same printing process, paper and mat for the same subject matter.
Theme, portfolios that consist of a number if diﬀerent prints, color, B&W, subject matter, presentation, do not let the
jurors see your ability to produce a body of work with depth.
A portfolio can have one theme throughout, presented as color or B&W, or a combination of both. If mixed there
should be enough prints in each to give the jurors the ability to see the theme.
Body of work, is a portfolio consisting of one theme or a number of themes with enough images within the theme to
show the jurors that you can create a series of prints on the same subject. In this show we had portfolios with themes
of fog, carnival employees, ice, and infrared B&W, to name a few.
Pushing the limits, is thinking out of the box to push the cutting edge on subject matter or the medium, where a
printing process or use of a special paper.
Not into entering juried exhibits you can use these same guidelines in putting together a solo or group show of your
own.
Reminder April 10th, we will be having a private viewing of the SAA Images 2013 show. Be at the Mill Gallery, Guilford
Art Center by 7pm. If available I can pull out some portfolios s to show you what did not get in.

END OF YEAR SLIDESHOW
!

byLou Secki

This is a plea for image submissions. Don’t panic, this one is easier and much less stressful.
At the end of the year, well the end of the club year, we try to show a few images of what our members were
up to this year. If you have images that were taken at club activities, any workshops you attended, any meetup you were involved with or just anything you want to show the rest of the club send them in. Size doen’t
even matter for this one.
Just send your images to me at ccc.images@gmail.com and use the subject line “Year End Slide Show.” If
you have any questions just ask.

!
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VIEW FROM THE BOARD, CONT’D
Continued from Page 1

tonal or color contrast. An area deep in shade, such as under a tree or in an
open doorway can make an effective background or consider using a long lens with
a wide aperture to throw the back ground out of focus.
Be Selective:
Deciding what to leave out of a photograph can be as important as what too
include. Less is more, and greater impact can be achieved by isolating visual
elements.
Identify a Focus of Interest:
Good composition includes the necessity to identify a point of interest in a
scene, such as a lone tree on a hill or a flower in a field of flowers. In a
nutshell, Simplify. The more you simplify a photo, the better the eye is drawn to
the subject in the photo.
Look for Lines:
It is always a good idea to look for elements in a scene that can be used as
lines to move the eyes through the photograph. Look for a path, road, fence,
ripples on a beach, streams, railroad tracks even shadows are examples of lines
that lead the eye through a scene.
Look for a Frame:
Natural Frames, such as an overhanging branch or an archway add impact to a
photo. They also can be used to cover up uninteresting sky or other elements that
might distract from the subject or composition.
Well wish me luck I have a lot to keep in mind while I am out shooting. Hopefully I
will see an improvement in my photography over the next few months. Hope to see
more of you out there shooting and I hope to see the images you create at upcoming
meetings and competitions!
Deanna Broderick

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
Just a reminder that all members are welcome to contribute to the newsletter. It can be as simple as a letter to the
editor commenting pro or con on any CCC or photography related subject. We'd also welcome reviews of books,
exhibits, web sites, workshops, etc. Or send in a write-up of practical information that you have researched and found
helpful in your own work. Sharing is caring.

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBIT
Exhibit notice for the Metropolitan Museum of Art in NY---Although the exhibit "Faking It: Manipulated
Photography Before Photoshop" ended on January 27th, the companion exhibit, "After Photoshop: Manipulated
Photography in the Digital Age," goes until May 27th. This installation explores various ways in which artists have used
digital technology to alter the photographic image from the 1980s to the present.

!
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Members’

SPoTLIGHT
Congratulations to of our members who had work accepted into the Shoreline Arts Alliance’s Images show. Remember,
you will be able to see these and others when the Coastal Camera Club visits the gallery for a private showing on April
10, 20113.

“Sunflower To Be” by Alison Maltese

by Sally Perreten

Also, Maryann Flick received the Best in Show award March 16th at "Lights on Westbrook II: A Photography
Exhibition in Support of Westbrook Youth & Family Services" for "Lamps". The award prize was a gift certificate for an
overnight stay with breakfast at Water's Edge Resort. She also received an Honorable Mention for "Light at the End of
the Tunnel". Both images are shown below.

“Lamps” by Maryann Flick

!

“Light at the End of the Tunnel” by Maryann Flick

PAGE 7

THE IMAGE NEWSLETTER!

APRIL 2013

Schedule Change
Due to circumstances beyond our control we had to swap the May meetings around.
May 1, 2013 will now be showing the results of the Club Photo Project - Alphabet Safari at the Madison Senior Center.
May 15, 2013 will be the Gladeview Exhibit Opening Reception at the Gladeview Health Care Center in Old Saybrook.

2013 NECCC PHOTOGRAPHIC CONFERENCE
!
By Lou Secki
It’s that time of year again. Time to start thinking about registering for the NECCC annual conference in July. This
year the conference will be held on July 12, 13 & 14 on the UMASS campus in Amherst, MA. Registration packets have
been arriving in the mail if you have gone in the past. You can also check out all the details and complete the
registration online if you head over to www.neccc.org.
If you’ve never been the NECCC conference, this is something you should certainly look into. It’s a weekend of total
photographic immersion, and it’s right in our backyard. The keynote speaker is Navada Wier. To learn more about her
photography ,you can visit www.nevadawier.com.
If you are planning on going or if you have already registered, please let us know so we can all make plans together. You
can send me an email (lou.secki@gmail.com), and I will help coordinate our activities.

MEMBER’S PROJECT - ALPHABET SAFARI
!
By Lou Secki
This is just a reminder that we will be showing the results of the Alphabet Safari project at the May 1st meeting.
The deadline for submissions will be April 26, 2013, as I will need the weekend to organize and prepare the files for
viewing. For this one time only I am going to ask you to change the way you name the files. The diﬀerent naming
format will make it easier for organizing this one project.
The naming format will be the letter of the alphabet followed by a dash, the Title of the image, followed by a dash, and
finally the Makers Name.jpg.
!

Format:!Letter-Title-Name.jpg

!

Sample: A-Apple-Lou Secki.jpg

If you don’t have a name for an image please, use the word “Untitled” in place of a title.
Remember, while we would like to have 26 photos from each of you, we will take as many you can muster. Please send
the files to ccc.images@gmail.com with the subject line “Alphabet Safari.” You don’t even have to send them all at once;
just remember to use the “Alphabet Safari” subject line.

Original Announcement from the September Newsletter:
The 2012 club project is an oldie but a goodie. It’s been several years since we have put together an Alphabet Safari. In fact the last time we did one
was on slide film and before many of you were members.
It's a simple yet challenging project. Go through the alphabet and photograph something for each letter: A is for apple is an example--you photograph
an apple. Please try to be as creative as possible with your choices and with your images. We want to see your best work. We hope you have been
working on this over the summer. If not, you still have time, so get out there and get shooting.

