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View from the Boardroom
by Rob Nardino
January 2012
Last year, I wrote to you about doing a 365 project; I
wanted to follow up with you about my experience. To
be honest, I was a little skeptical that I could pull
it off. Once I got going, though, the project did
seem to take on a momentum of its own. Technically
speaking, I guess, I did not succeed: I did not take
a photo every day for 365 days. However, I did post a
photo for every day, and I did increase my amount of
photography substantially.
Over the duration of the project, I did accomplish
several of my goals. First, I had my camera with me
more often, and therefore had the opportunity to take
more photos. It wasn’t always easy to carry it along
during my daily routine. I wished that my old compact
Canon G3 had not died, because it would have been
easier to have that with me compared with my Nikon
D80. Looking back, there are plenty of photos of the
route between the hospital and the train station in
New Haven; I couldn’t get out of my daily routine too
much. On the other hand I still feel like I did not
completely explore the area.
Second, I got out of
my “comfort zone”; I took photos of things that I
would have never previously considered. I learned
there are a lot of random objects around my home that
could serve as photographic subjects.
I learned a little about my photographic style in the
process, and also some other interesting things. It
turns out, (and thankfully so, since it carried me
through three months) that my wife tends a beautiful
flower garden. And it seems like I’m pretty good at
flower photography. I documented the full course of
plant life around our house, including the state
forest across the street. I discovered new mushrooms
that I did not know existed. I learned what bokeh is,
or at least that a lot of people seemed to like it in
my photos. I learned my phone takes really poor
quality images. I also discovered a helpful web site
called The Daily Photo Shoot, which gave an idea each
day; unfortunately, they had their last post in
October (although the previous 600+ themes and ideas
are still on the site dailyshoot.com/assignments).
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JANUARY ASSIGNMENT
This month we bring you
the assignment of “A diﬀerent
point of view.” What we’re
looking for are images taken
from a diﬀerent point of view.
Take them from ground level,
or on the top of a ladder, just
not from a standing position.
As usual, have fun and be
creative, upload them to your
flickr account, and post the
three best to the Coastal
Camera Club’s flickr group.

January 19, 2012
The first of two in house competitions.

Don’t Forget
December 31, 2011
Please pick up your prints from the
Scranton Library Exhibit on December
31, 2011. Remember, Don’t pick them up
before that date. If you won’t be able to
make it please let one of us know.

NEED MORE INFORMATION? TRY LOOKING ON ONE OF
THESE SITES:
If you need something, you can probably find it on the Internet. You
just need to know where to look. For Coastal Camera Club
information, please try these sites:
www.coastalcameraclub.org - the oﬃcial club website
www.coastalcameraclub.wordpress.com - club blog
https://public.me.com/lou.secki - site to download club files
JANUARY REFRESHMENTS:
January 5, 2012!........................
January 19, 2012!......................Louis Secki

Follow these rules when submitting any image to the Coastal Camera Club:
Files must be named using the following format:
X#$Coastal$LastName$FistName$ImageTittle$YYYY-MM.jpg
Where X=the type of file (Open, Creative, Black&White, etc) and YYYY-MM is the year and month of the event you were submitting
the file for. For example, O2$Coastal$Smith$John$The Red Barn$2011-01, this is an image titled The Red Barn by John Smith of the
Coastal Camera Club to be submitted to a competition in January of 2011.
Please remember the Maximum size for competitions is 1024 pixels wide by 768 pixels tall. If the files are to be used in a club critique
they can be full size.
Images must be submitted to ccc.images@gmail.com with the subject line indicating the event for which you are submitting.
If you have any questions, please contact Lou Secki at lou.secki@gmail.com.

The Coastal Camera Club meets at 7:00pm on the first and third Thursdays of the month at The Meeting
Room in the Madison Police Station located at 9 Campus Drive in Madison, Connecticut.
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VIEW FROM THE BOARD, CONT’D...
Which brings me to another discovery, in a way: there are a lot of people who
really love photography. I mean, this was not a revelation, but the scope
surprises me. The on-line community of 365project.org is very diverse – global, in
fact. There are some really talented photographers and I was able to get some good
ideas or try to emulate some techniques. There are others who seem to just enjoy
documenting their life, almost as a photo diary. There are still others who seem
to have nothing to do other than to comment on other people’s photos! The
community is very positive and encouraging, although probably some more genuine
critique would be welcome. But truly, I found myself looking forward to what
people would say about some of my photos – who doesn’t need a little validation,
right? It was also great to see Allison and Deanna join the same site, which lent
a nice air of familiarity to my frequent visits to the web site.
Whether I improved my photography at all is questionable. In comparing the early
months with later ones, I did seem to be trying for more artistic shots rather than
any shot as I progressed. I learned how to use HDR in a subtle way for some of my
landscapes, as well as the in-your-face way that seems to be popular. I thought I
would learn a few more Photoshop techniques, but honestly the time spent
photographing, editing and uploading was significant and did not allow time for
that. One positive byproduct was that on the weekends I spent more time in some
places I love (and often had to use some of the images from those shoots to carry
me through the week). But the demands of the project did take away time I would
have spend doing other things, which is why I don’t think I can continue (and I’ve
only posted about 10 pictures in the 6 weeks since I finished.
In the final analysis, it was really enjoyable and I
start another one after a few months’ break, or just
will use this photo calendar, in essence, as a guide
prompt me to get out on particular days. And I have
that make for an interesting body of work.

am glad I did it. I might
a weekly project. I am sure I
to revisit some places or to
a collection of 365 photos

Happy New Year!

MINI-WORKSHOP - EXPOSURE
by Archie Stone

Our next mini workshop will be after the January 5th meeting. Please bring your camera and camera
manual, and also please read what your manual has to say about exposure and shooting modes.
Exposure cannot be covered in one 15- or 20-minute session. so we will be starting with the basics and
adding more information with each session.
I have a ton of articles, diagrams and other writings on exposure which I will put together and send
digitally to anyone who asks. To get the information send an e-mail to dine_rock@snet.net (underscore
[ _ ] between dine and rock) with a subject line of “exposure docs”.
Please have patience as my life is rather hectic right now, and I may be slow to respond.

Important Meeting Location Information.
Our Meeting on January 5, 2012 will be held in the Hammonassett Room of the Town Hall building (Across
the street from the police station where we currently meet)
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A NEW METHOD OF SHOWING YOUR WORK
by Archie Stone

In order for members to show their work, the
Board is putting forth the following:
On those meeting nights when we are not
committed to a guest speaker or a long program
such as a critique or competition, we will spend the
first 15 minutes showing members’ work. The work
will be selected by the member and will be
presented as projected digital images. In order to
participate, you must sign up in advance.
So as not to consume a large portion of the
meeting, each session will be limited to 3 members
and 3 to 5 images, with each member allowed a
maximum of 5 minutes. The images are to be
brought to the meeting on a jump (thumb-zip) drive
or a disc by 6:45, so they may be uploaded to the
laptop. While for expedience sake it would be nice
of they were sized by club rules, this will not be
mandatory.
The subject shown may be a project you are
working on, a technique you are using or just images
you like or for that matter dislike.

We would ask that you come prepared to
discuss the following about each image or the
images, and remember you only have 5 minutes.
1.
2.
3.

What	
  you	
  were	
  shoo/ng	
  and	
  why.
What	
  were	
  you	
  trying	
  to	
  achieve	
  and	
  did	
  you	
  
succeed	
  or	
  not.
The	
  challenges	
  you	
  faced	
  in	
  ge;ng	
  the	
  shot.

There will be no discussion or questions from
the group as this is not a critique and we will not
have the time. If anyone has questions or
comments they can be made one on one at the end
of the meeting.
The available dates for the presentations are:
January 5, February 2, March 15, April 19.
Sign up for the presentation with Mark Janke or
Archie Stone at any meeting.
If you are interested in showing a portfolio of
work or a trip you took, see Mark Janke or Archie
Stone, and we will do a meeting of mini sessions,
again digitally.

NEW COASTAL CAMERA CLUB MEMBERS
Please help these new members feel welcome:
Kathy Hearn
86 Old Salt Works Road
Westbrook, CT 06498
hearnk@att.net
Ashley Williamson
224 Mulberry Point Road
Guilford, CT 06437
xosmashleyox27@gmail.com
Ed Drew
132 Squires Road
Madison, CT06443
ejdallc@comcast.net
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while the Senior Center is
occupied.

From I-95 take exit 61 and at the
end of the ramps turn south
The Madison Senior Center
(towards downtown) on Route 79.
located on Bradley Road in
Because the town is paying
Go through the first light, up over
Madison is now open. We will be someone to be at the Center while
the railroad tracks and down to
returning there, starting with
it is occupied, it will also mean
the second light. At the second
the first meeting in February. that we will have to adhere more
light turn right on Bradley Road.
The meetings will be held in the
closely to our scheduled times.
Number 29 is on the right across
Senior Center Café located on the We are scheduled from 6:30 to
from the playing fields.
first floor. The main entrance is at 9:30 so please be in the café and
the rear of the building. After
ready to go at 7:00. You are more From Route 1 in downtown
entering the building the Senior
than welcome to arrive at 6:30 to
Madison, turn north on Route 79
Café is to the left.
socialize before the meeting.
and proceed to the first light,
Bradley Road. Turn left on Bradley
For those of us who have had
The Café is furnished with tables
Road. Number 29 is on the right
scheduling conflicts with our
and chairs, a projection screen and
across from the playing fields.
Thursdays, we can rejoice. We are a wide screen TV. Unlike the
now back to the first and third
Depot there are no posts in the
Parking for handicapped is in
Wednesday of the month.
middle of the room and it is large front of the main entrance, which
enough to comfortably hold our
is at the rear of the building.
While nothing is in writing, at this
members and their guests.
There is regular parking to the
time it looks like we will be paying
right of the Center and additional
$10 per meeting. This is among
The new Senior Center is located
parking across the street next to
other things, because there will be at 29 Bradley Road. To get to the
the playing field.
an attendant on the premises
Center;
REQUEST FOR IMAGES
Please send low resolution images from the the Scranton Library show to Rob for posting on the gallery
page of the web site. I suggest max long dimension of 640 pixels and resolution of 72 ppi. Or use any
"email" setting in your software. You do not need to be a ribbon winner to submit. If you did get a ribbon,
please note category and place when you send the file. Winning images should also be sent to the Image
Bank as projection size files. Send to the same address but subject line "image bank". Our panel of judges
will use these to choose images for the Glennie Nature competition, the NECCC Nature circuit, the
NECCC Pictorial circuit, the CAP digital competition etc.
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SHOOTING RUSSIANS
By Lou Secki

opportunity doesn’t come around all the time and
you will certainly get access the normal public does’t
Last month, Nick Carlino gave me a great
opportunity, he took me with him to shoot a Hockey get. If you are interested please contact Nick at
game at Yale’s Ingles Rink. The night we went, it was ncarlino@hotmail.com.! He can only bring one
member with him at a time and there are only a
an exhibition game between Yale and the visiting
limited number of dates on the hockey schedule so
Russian Red Stars (an up and coming pro league in
this will be on a first come first serve basis.
Russia.) I enjoy sports and I will have
to say hockey is one of my favorites.
But its also very hard to shoot. Hockey
is a fast paced game and there is a
steep learning curve when it comes to
getting great shots. Nick oﬀered some
great advice and his years of
experience shooting sports definitely
helps. Overall it was a great experience
and I had a blast.
Nick has very graciously oﬀered to
take any club member with him to
shoot a future game. Shooting sports
may not be your thing, but consider it
just the same. This kind of

cki

Photo by Lou Se

SCRANTON LIBRARY EXHIBIT
The coastal camera club held an exhibit of members work at an exhibit in the Scranton Library during December 2011.
I’d like to extend a big thank-you to all members who participated with images and congratulations to all who received
ribbons for their eﬀorts.

Best of Show - Deanna Broderick - “In-Flight”

!

Nature

General

1st

1st - Fred Rosenthal - “Ominus”

- Mark Janke - “Atlantic Puﬃn”

2nd - Deanna Broderick - “Ready for Take-oﬀ ”

2nd - Maryann Flick - “Truckload of Sunshine”

3rd - Dianne Roberts - “Afternoon Stroll”

3rd - Deanna Broderick - “Sea Gull”

HM - Len Farrell - “Daddy’s Home”

HM - Dianne Roberts - “A Place to Hide”

Landscape/ Seascape

People

1st

1st - Lou Secki - “Brittany”

- Mark Janke - “Hidden Canyon, Iceland”

2nd - Fred Rosenthal - “Tuscan Fields”

2nd - Betsy Schwammberger - “Got Water?”

3rd - J.B. Derken - “Upper Yosemite Falls”

3rd - Fred Rosenthal - “The Morning Read”

HM - Lou Secki - “Morning Calm”

HM - Dianne Roberts - “The Last Shot”

Architecture

Creative

1st

1st - Fred Rosenthal - “The Arno River”

- Fred Rosenthal - “The East Village”

2nd - Len Farrell - “Empty Sky”

2nd - Maryann Flick - “Golden Pink Orchid”

3rd - Mark Janke - “Tour de Eiﬀel”

3rd - Allison Maltese - “Palm Frond Collage”

HM - Pat Anderson - “Art Gallery”

HM - Bill Boeckeler - Surreal Combination
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FIRST COMPETITION OF THE YEAR - JANUARY 19, 2012
Its that time of year again people. Our first “In-House” competition. We are using the same rules as last year.
Categories and rules are listed below, if you have any questions about the information below please don't
hesitate to ask. I can be reached at lou.secki@gmail.com.
Eligibility
• Membership dues must be paid in full before entering a competition
• Club visitors cannot submit images for any competition
• Entries must be the original work of the photographer submitting the work
• The exact same image can only be entered in one regular club competition
Entries
• No member can submit more than ten (10) entries in a single competition
• No more than three entries in a single category
• Two (2) or more people constitute a competition in any category
Categories:
• Salon Prints-Color Color salon prints are finished with a matt and are aﬃxed to a mounting board.
Maximum size of the overall matted package can be no larger than 18”x24” or a total of 84” around
the outside in the cast of a panoramic image
• Salon Prints-Black & White Black & White salon prints are finished with a matt and are aﬃxed to a
mounting board. Maximum size of the overall matted package can be no larger than 18”x24” or a
total of 84” around the outside in the cast of a panoramic image
• Projected-Open Digitally projected competition. Images can be of any subject matter within the
bounds of good taste. Files can be no larger than1024x768. This means your submitted image can be
no wider than 1024 pixels and no taller than 768 pixels.
• Projected-Black & White Digitally projected competition. Images can be of any subject matter
within the bounds of good taste but have to be Black & White. Files can be no larger than1024x768.
This means your submitted image can be no wider than 1024 pixels and no taller than 768 pixels.
• Projected-Creative Digitally projected competition. This category is designed for images which
would not normally fit into a photographic competition, images which have been significantly
altered from reality. Files can be no larger than1024x768. This means your submit-ted image can be
no wider than 1024 pixels and no taller than 768 pixels.
Digital File Naming
To make the process of handling digital files easier we ask that you adhere to the following naming
convention for all images submitted to the Coastal Camera Club for Competitions, Critiques or for the
Image Bank. Images that do not conform to this naming convention may not make it in the desired
competition, exhibit or slideshow.
"
"
X#$Coastal$Last$First$Title$YYYY-MM.jpg
X
–
The
category for the image. In the case of club competitions this will either be an “O” for Open,
•
“B” for Black & White or a “C” for Creative.
• Coastal must be on all files and denotes the club
• Last – Last name
• First – First name of the maker
• Title – is the title of the image
• YYYY-MM – is the 4 digit year and 2 digit month of the event the file is to be used in.
Deadline for Digital Entry is January 14, 2012.
Send your files to ccc.images@gmail.com with the subject line Competition.
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DECEMBER 2011

BEST OF SHOW - SCRANTON EXHIBIT

Photo Opportunities
Please let us know if you are planning a little
photography excursion and would like some
company. In an effort to get club members out
and shooting more we would like cultivate
some spur of the moment photography
related meet-ups. Let one of the board
members know and we will try to get the
work out for you. Obviously, the more notice
you can give the better chance you will have
of getting some other club members to join
you.

Deanna Broderick with her best of show image
“In Flight” at the Scranton Library Exhibit
Opening. Photo by Allison Maltese

Louis J. Secki
400 Goose Lane
Guilford, CT 06437

